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Pacific Coast Law Firm P.C.

Kirandeep K Shota, Attorney at Law

LanceV Frid, Attorney at Law

Over 10 Years of experience

AT AT i 9 oo ot

> Personal Injury/Car Accident

> Family Law (Divorce, Custody)

UIAS® f8AdT (AS-33)/39 midAIS 2
> Bankruptcy (Ch 7) §9urt (fusd 7)

SHIT & (&, Sfani™ & AyI<dn)

Unlawful Detainer/Eviction fagreerg e Jga/geus!
Probate (Wills& Trusts) USae (FHMST w3 29AS)

Business Formation and Tax (installment agreement)

farsA 9 AgUsT i3 2JA (fIAESE™HT)

Kirandeep K Sihota and Lance V Friel

Free Consultation HE3 ASTT-HHA<SJIT

Ph.209-475-6001

2351 W. March Lane Suite A,
Stockton, CA 95207
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Wanted US citizen girl for
Kamboj Sikh boy, 25, 5’5",
Bachelor in Architecture, raised
in America went to school,
collegein New York, living with
parents in New York and works
with family business. Cast no bar.
Cadl: 516.439.1208 or 347.920.9011

e fAu &%, Adw, 22,
5’117, A A% «© Zfone/fanan
I mHdle muE Uz uR
Ifde B3 BT it s
Il & ¥F I AUSH &9 @6
812-677-6206 #AF EW®:
dhillon196315@yahoo.com

Wanted suitable match for Jatt
Sikh  US born, handsome,
cleanshaven, 27/ 6’1", engineer
(BSc. Engg.) boy, manager in atop
US corporation. Educated,
respected family, no demands.
Contact: Sikh5family@gmail.com

IndianAttorney in 60s, 5'-6",
dimlooking for asincere, educated,
God fearing, companion. Caste no
bar. Seriousinquiriesonly. Contact:
Ph:323-573-9315, Email:
singhbl@yahoo.com

Seeking Jatt Sikh alliancefor
27/5-6" B.E, M.Sgirl. Placed with
Bank of America, Contact:704-
930-1734, ppsd32@gmail.com.

T & 37

yaHIs Sud iy 819 24
ABAE 5°6" AgSE a3, Ao
3fI<t Ifreds dadia® san
nif3o<t 3t B g9y <9
gl J1 €6 780-200-8082,
91-98146-47417

Sikh match for Parjapat Sikh
female, 30, 5'- 6", working with
US University on H1 visa, PhD
(Molecular Biology) from US.
Caste no bar, US/Canada
preferred. Contact at 978-799-
8948 (US), 91-98784-59056 (India),
or piscean100@yahoo.com

38 92® I ATfJY T AGH feu3™ U 3% HETon 78 7 3res 39
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SUPER TRAVEL

AMERICANAIR, _
CONTINENTAL AIR

For Emergency
Call anytime at

847-676-9090,

E-mail: supertravel 2003@yahoo.com
Lowest Fares With Excellent Service

773-465-5566

, JETAIRWAYS
A DELTA,AIRINDIA,
KLM,LUFTHANSA.

847-673-3825 |EARLYBIRD SALE!!!!

India$545
London $250

Hat feg 9% ai| »rru'étg?ﬂf%ﬁaz
fegardts oo faus iz esia 3
I wet As 3 9% 5% 83
cHEiEeg ¥ fsarE 3 630 9z JUT
Ty ugy I fedt aft, yree 5w
WHI MU AR, & 134 3 220 S9F
JUT T & | fouge feg 313128,
EEHWo(Heéccwéh:rq'Cd EUSER
gfHar 3%’11‘6{36&?1%W|

T JBYHS A

A& dw: foF € erdle oo
IBeHs flw AT 78-79 A &
8+3 fev & 5-6 Hi® &t I A9
T IS M3 WA THE T8 © UT

ATt § S ug He A 951 8T 13
ﬁwuﬁ}ﬁsé}ﬂlﬂsgwmw
ASd 3 &9 BT Ta|

fem 619 feu & f&at 37 Je3w
A9 396 99 999" J9emdT AS I
e 83 g9 wigHd 9% I I
3 Bat &t foust I&t T, gt yareit
wuﬁwawwmﬁu
31 A T ASTST TG HoS6%s U HT &
&t ufenr 3 feg 17T fom Sres w8
<t <tinr I3 U I aEt AR & aFT3
90! HY & {3t J1 a8 q%eHs
T gfger I fa #It Iegrst & 9w
fRI3E YT iz Het e & RT3
J1 TAIS M3 YT & femies JuiE 3t
et gt 33 a3t mreE

MRP TRAVEL

0 Lowest International and Domestic Far&e
art FLY ANYAIRLINE OFYOUR CHOICE

I'ATA

Providing the lowest Air-
fare, Cruise and Travel
Packages to Asia, Africa,
Europe, the Middle East
and North America

XA

' n.m

r____J
Asiana Airlinos

SINGAPORE AIRLINES

408-929-8005

2123 Port Way, San Jose, CA 95133

--___-__ :
Emirates

ﬂ KSREAN AIR
fiMA
CATHAY PACIFIC @ Lufthansa "'mmﬁl

We Also Offer Notary Service

E-mail:mr ptravel @gmail.com

CST: 2097308-40

1
%

%% % %

4491 W. Shaw Ave,,
Suite 300 B

(Near Costco)
Fresno, CA 93722

Ph: 559-271-5511

U A
m?a?ﬁmzw

l%rl‘a@a?né‘m fe»ﬂ?ré&rr

|
§

»ﬁmnﬁﬁr?s}maﬁmm
35 Hedns et & a® a9

Wwﬁmw%?aé}feafsamw

i
, ¥

44790 S. Grimmer
Blvd. #204

Fremont CA-94538
Ph:510-657-6444
Fax: 510-657-6443

Attorny At Law

Law Offices Of Jagpreet Sngh

2945 W. Capitol Ave,
Sacramento CA-95691

Ph: 916-372-4448
Fax: 916-372-4440

SYAN VIDEO PRODUCTION, INC.

Professional HD Video & Digital Photo Production

Multiple Camera Shooting / Digital Still Photography

(with flush mount Album)

Live Video Display with Large Screens
DJ Service with Laser Lights

Call Toll Free ; 1-888-RAJ- SYAN
(725-7926)
(With 14 years Experienced)

734-261-0936 / 734-890-1767
E-mail: raj@syanvideo.com

/
SV

or visit at: www.syanvideo.com

PRODUCTION
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To Advertise with Punjab Times Call: 847-359-0746
Fax:847-705-9388, e-mail: punjabtimesl@sbcglobal .net

Guaranteed Save $5,000!

on Your Hume Purchase or | will F'El‘y' YDu $1,000 Cash

$169,000
ANATOLIA - $645 Payment
Quite street!. Bright living & family
room. Perfect home. Private Shaded
backyard. Cozy fireplace. Beautiful
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603
ID #4230

zall 24hr Free

y Inform

ation 1-£

, 1D 4008

Pr|0r|ty AccesstoHot New Listing. Visit www. FreeHotLlstings net
Amardeep Singh, Realtor/L oan Broker (DRE #01357217) Ph:(916) 712-2735

$165,000
NATOMAS- $630 Payment
Why Rent? Starter Home. Open Floor
Plan.Bright Living Rooms. Cozy Den,
Comfortable. Eat in Kitchen.
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603
ID #4231

$148,000
ANTEL OPE - $562 Payment
Great Investment! Wonderful Area.
Best schools. Walking distance to
parks. Family home. Private back yard.
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603
ID #4232

$109,000
CALVINE - $416 Payment
Location-Lively. Comfortable. Safe|
Neighborhood. Don't Miss. What A Ded .Easy
accessto Hwy 99 and College
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603,
ID #4233

$155,000
VINTAGE - $591 Payment
Great Opportunity. First time home)
buyer. Walking distance to school,
park, and shopping. Clean. Safe Area.
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603
ID #4234

$189,900
Natomas- $721 Payment
Bank Owned. New Home. Excdllent School
Digtrict. Family room. Bright living room.
Cozy den. GraniteCounters
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603
ID #4235

$119,000
SACRAMENTO - $454 Payment
Safe Neighborhood. Desirable
Location. Private Yard. Open Layout.
Family Beautiful Home
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603,
ID #4236

$240,000

ELK GROVE - $916 Payment
Great School District. Cul de sac Location,
Woodenand TileFloor. Mantained landscaped.
Upgradekitchen. 4 Bed.

FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603

ID #4238

$229,000

ROCKLIN - $874 Payment
Beautiful homeonacorner lot. Openfloor
plan with large family room. Upgraded
kitchen. First timebuyer delight.

FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603
ID #4239

$210,000

ELK GROVE - $802 Payment
Lovely home. 4 bedroom. Gregt schools.
Private yard. Perfect for family. Quite
Street Wonderful Area. Desirable.
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603

For Short Salel received over $4,500
FREE cash back money when we did our
short sale. Both my first, second loans,
utility billsand property taxeswereforgiven
by the lenders. Mike and family

$229,000
ANATOLIA - $874 Payment
New community. Good Schools. Walking
distanceto park. One Bed and one bath down
stairs. FirePlace. Shaded Backyard.
FREE INFO: 1-888-450-6603
ID #4237

016) 712-2735

1D #4240

Get Freelist of Homesat www.statewideteam.net
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Disclaimer
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(Perfect for retail stores, hatels, pas statta

Chline Diana Corp. is a rogis

Merchant Accounts-Grocery, Motels, Limos/Taxis, Gas stations.
Credit card terminals -Verifone, Hypercom...

Transfer existing CC processing to us for lower rates.
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www. GoldCoastATM.com
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Law
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Offices of Gill & Heridis

Woth Circuit Appeals

EMarriag

Call

(408)

BFamily Petitions

BFiance Visas
BVawa Petitions
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BWorker Visas

Email:
830 Sewart Drive, Suite#231, Sunnyvale, CA 94085

EBIA Appeals
BMRemoval Defense
BAsylum

e Petitions

Personal Injury
BAutoCollision

Bhupinder Gill
Attorney at Law
(Admitted in CA)

for free initial consultation

736-5203, (408) 940-6065

gill@ghfirm.com Web: www.ghfirm.com
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Call For Special Price

Kashmir S. Thandi
Office: (866) 933-3038
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Yuba City Ph:530-383-2785
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Sohanpreet (Sam) Chahal p—— — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Realtor/Notary Public
email:samchahal @hotmail.com |

-Million Dollar sProducer-2007, 2008 & 2009
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Sacramento Office: 8695 Territorial Way, EIk Grove CA 95624
Tel: 916-612-5773 Fax: 916-689-5707
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Call: Sohanpreet ‘Sam’ Chahal

@916-612-5773

Serving from Bay Area to Sacramento
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Ml Reliableand Experienced
AR Real Estate Professional

181 Metro Drive, Suite 290, San Jose, CA 95110 || wg w3 J9 P —
J98n fiw fi® S5: 209-815-1869

WTUET 79 AT »TUE W o fERIH J=97 979 3T73
H5 feo ot AR 97 fast fsva Ag & &9

/u _ _ . *Bay Area *Tracy *Manteca * Lathrop * Weston Ranch
Call for a review of any of your insurance policies *Stockton *Lodi *Elk Grove *Sacramento *Modesto *Turlock
or to get a quote” *Brentwood *Antioch *Oakley *Discovery Bay
\_ Totally Free and No Obligation to buy from us!! We Specialize in Bankowned,
7 3B Foreclosure and Short Sale Homes
*Auto *Home *Life *Business ||l gEe S
; A ZHI MTUST WT AICHS

*Workers Compensation

,g Y :\ a_
Call for consultation If you want to sell your house in
h_ shortsale, first call 209-815-1869
P . 408'771‘2438 We are certified Home Afordable Fore-
408-580-6063. 408-687-7566 closure Alternative (HAFA) specilistin

Fax: 408-573-3829 shortsale of homes Gurbans Singh Gill

L . ! Realtor
Satwant Singh ssingh6@far mer agent.com

REALI \f’ 13 Year sExperiance
InsuranceAgent  vfist (w3 yradteren, fird s 52) firge vt fee ‘ﬂ _ in Real Estate
License# OH11256  Quwway g1 5a13 €1 o3 few g gu Aat Afsn Ardar '.IWO RLD e-mail: gurbans@gotracy.com

Call usto know about special discounts for nurses, teachers, engi- . . Fax: 209-836-0706
. . O Millennium
neers, pharmacists, doctors and more professionals to get low prices. WWW.gotracy.com

*“Discounts apply to selected property and casualty coverages, perils, and policy types only and .
may vary by state and eligibility. To the extent permitted by law, applicants are individually underwritten; u r an S I — —

not all applicants may qualify.”
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Business Opportunity
International Company looking for serious
people to work from home-part time or full

time. Great earning potential, full training and
support provided. To attend trainingin your area
and For moreinfo. call:

Surjit Singh or Satwant K. Takk Cell:

(416) 889-9886

Sukhpreet Kaur Indiana
Ph:317-884-3557

www.safeandeasyweightloss.com
e-mail: sstakk@hotmail.com
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Doctors”
formulated
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Results
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Public Notice

Change of Name

I, Harbhgjan Singh S/O S.
Hazura Singh resident of village
& PO Dod, tehsil Jaito Distt.
Faridkot, Punjab, India, currently
living at 6119 N. Carica Ave,
Fresno, CA 93722 USA have
changed my namefrom Harbhajan
Singhto Harbhgjan Singh Gill. All
concerned please note.

FARMERS
74 INSURANCE
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ymbesl of Seperl

FARMERS
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83 9=z »et A= v Har fef, At 9@
&% Adt feRI A g=9d &6 3 ferfgzs o 76
*Auto *Home *Life *Umbrella

*Business Work Comp.

Duabba Insurance Agency
2450 Peralta Blvd Suite 120, Fremont CA 94536

Phone: 510-797-7989 Fax: 510-794-7398

visit us@ farmers.com
ufsHt (w2 yRUReR, & &9 32) fAee wiaet @9 uden J farst ee39 =8 vaget 31

Gurcharan Singh Mann
Insurance Agent
License # 0C 70672
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23 feRTA Ae At 2dfdar Aeret

e 28 Years of Experience in Truck

Insurance Industry

e Appointed by 24 Top Rated US
Insurance Companies

e All type of Trucking Coverage for
Trucks, Container and Cargo

o Flexible Down Payment and
Monthly Payment Options

e Quick Certificates & Excellent
Services Guaranted!

e California DMV Services

» New License Plates & Renewals

¢ Interstate & Intrastate Permits
» DOT# MC# CA#
» IFTA, UCR, MCP
» NM, KY, NY, OR Permits

» Highway Use Tax(2290)

e Truck Financing
e Corporation Setup
e Document Typing

JIfaar farsn 5% AEUS 99 39t Enit Aeet fea Aqr 3
Ph:(209) 474-2771, (888) 474-2771

7746 LorraineAenue#214, Sockton, CA 95210

ZJa feRdA T3
Daljit Singh Khehra,
License No: 0522481
Tel: 209-474-2771 Fax: 209-594-1380

Fax: 209-474-0215 Raj@valleytruckservices.com
Daljit@gmlawemceins.com www.valleytruckservices.com

Rajwinder Khehra
and Daljit Kaur
Tel: 209-390-8800
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Celebration On Satl'lrc'lhaj,

TGtRIARRIN2 0T
A 4.00 R ML

10427 E. STOCKTON BLVD.
ELK GROVE, CA 95624

Featuring : Songs, Gidha & Bhangra; Dances, Skits and Much More

NBETdBIWIT E W IB T TER €5 9701 B 99 75 /
Wm?s'ra?ma’zsﬁa??a’ﬁeuﬁwmwwa’mz

For More Information Please Contact :

Rashpal Pharwala (916) 682-7321 Tirath Sahota (916) 271-8382 @ME
Amrik Singh (916) 502-0064 Jaswant S. Shad (209) 992-7185 |

SPONSORS . UNIVERSITY

Indo American Desh Bhagat Foundation, Indus Valley American Chamber of Commerce, Punjab Arts & Culture
Promotions, Indo American Cultural Organisation, Harjit Singh (Mountain Mike's Pizza Elkgrove), Inderjit
Singh (Mountain Mike's Pizza Elkgrove Florin), Bagga Palace, India House of Grocery, Desi Bazar, India spices&
music in Elkgrove, Rajinder Singh, Gurnek Singh, Jaswinder Sandhu, Avtar Atwal, Charan Badwal, Baljinder
Johal, Jasvir Thandi (iSELL Real Estate), Sonny Singh (Rocklin) PiaraSingh Parhar, Malkit Boparai, Jassi (Power
Mart), Aklesh Singh, A V Sweets, SukhchainSingh, Joga Ghuman, Hardeep Singh, Manjeet Dhillon (Modesto),
Raghvir Gill, S.P.Singh, Amarjit Singh, Manpreet Singh, Inderjit Singh, Parminderjit Singh, Jaswant Singh,
Gurchetan Singh, Manjit Singh, Kulwinder Bobby, Varinder Sekhon & Manjit Singh (Punjab Insurance &
Immigration Tax Service) & Paramjit Dhaliwal (Fresno), Naranjan Singh (Mountain Mike’'s Pizza W.Capital),
Bakhshish Gill, Amarjit Dulai, Gurmukh Gosal (Sheration) & AlexSingh (Quality Vending).

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Rajinder Pal Singh, Amrik Singh, Harjinder Basra, Tirath Sahota, Paramjit Dhillon, Surinder Bindra, Ajaib
Kahlon, Rashpal Pharwala, Jarnail Sarpanch, Harinder Singh, Debi Gill, Sukhraj Singh, Jaswant Lakha,
Sukhchain Singh, Bhupinder Rehal, Kuldeep Bains, Jaswinder Pooni, Jaswant Shad, Arjinder Kukki,

M.S.Chahal, Pavittar Nahal, Satwinder Rangi, Varinder Sanghera, Kamal Banga, Paminder Virk, Jascharan
Gill, Balwinder Banka, Balbir Johal, Avtar Dodd & Kamal Singh.

ADMISSITON FREE Please No Alcohol, No Food or Drinks Inside the Hall
No Cameras Will Be Allowed Inside The Hall, Security Will Be Tightly Enforced

Website : www.punjabiculturalsocietysacramento.com Printer : Barapind Printing Press (E-mail: barapindpress @gmail.com)
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FONGMAN Photo Studio . =
HDMVideography/&'DigitallPhotography ura' Ha'EET % HT QEET !

Weluse “FULL HD 10803 to deliver,
Blu:Ray or,Standard DVD

MagazineistyletAlbum & CDofRictures J?I.??E %ﬁ % Hﬁlﬁ*—ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ?ﬁ, 7?12%"23',
E A Ossadons HIAS, 235K, HTSAC M3 &'H 88H feg wat &t
- ‘ o, _ ydte m3 T & fHo3dls AeT St IB 9
s c.?‘:ij ‘ i A95® i s
916-712-8485 . - _

510- 200-3976
b OEniuur2I

For Booking & Hiformation Contact : Swmre S Beet 3 - M&M AND ASSOCIATES
Tel: 661 535 323['!
Cell: 661-703-6664 = Each office is independently

emaii : smnividesghotmail.com owned and operated.

[TETReeE nrnnivld-qm" Com

T ;‘;,,.f, s i a E‘ﬁf’
N ™ N Cell: 209-620-5393

Live worldwide .t,..m oF b ovante Jarnail Singh Lallria Fax:209-216-5502
& Dhudic Poroie [ . Broker Associate e-mail: jlallria@c21mm.com

= Family Photos

® Business Photography s DRE#01440382 M Ob Web m] | al I r| a.chmmcom

= Digital Phote Mixing
® Designed Wedding Albums

1472 ‘B’ Street, Ste. D, Livingston, CA 95334

Dhillon Truck Stop
Dhi“On ROad serVice Watch Your Business AnyTime Any Place.

Are Worries Keeping You Awake?

| nter state 40, exit 356, San Jon, NM wnoe - Attention

Gill Manj Gurdaspur Wale ‘ ! - BlISII‘Iess
Owners!!
AreYou Worried About

Your BusinessWhen
You reNot There?

Watch your business
from anywhereon

IPhone
with our new technology

(b

. - QuikStop o g 'n#'.liil = £ .

New & Used Tires @@ S @ ’ng"i”
O|| Change Holiday Inn : ﬁ?ﬂZ’H’\ E?Tq
— R CLICER

Financing & Lease Options For
&

3 n " | 12 24, 36 Months Available. At &1
ol daifld Al was 83 A maftn 2wl | pyp UNLIMITED

Ph:575-576-4111, 317-918-677/6 Q call:1-(888) 233-4566 www.dvrunlimited.com
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Partition, Gandhi and the Sikhs

A Semiological Perspective
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Prof Bhupinder Singh

In 1947, Indiawaspartitioned on
the basis of the two-nation theory,
which wasiinitiated and championed
by the Muslim League no doubt, but
was in the end accepted, even if by
implication, by the Congressaswell.
Ultimately, it cameto be accepted by
the Muslim League as well as the
Congress (minus Gandhi as we shall
see) that the Muslims and the
Hindus could not happily co-exist
within asingle polity.

Thus, in a terribly disastrous
move, the Subcontinent was
bisected into Hindu India and
Muslim Pakistan. The attempt of
the Congress to later displace the
opposition of Hindu India versus
Muslim Pakistan by another
opposition of secular India versus
theocratic Pakistan failed, to my
mind, as naturally as the effort of
the Muslim separatists to find
authentic Islam and enduring
peace and stability in Pakistan.

The objective basis and logic
of Partition, viz., the two-nation
theory, buttressed by the
holocaust at the time of Partition
and the subsequent wars,
gradually prevailed and
overwhelmed the majority
populations in the two halves of
the united India. The antagonistic
opposition of Hindu India versus
Muslim Pakistan was deeply
internalised and became part of the
conscious and the unconscious of
the two peoples. Among other
things, this rendered the fate of the
Muslims in India and the Hindus
in Pakistan tragic and precarious.

Now, to anyone even remotely
familiar with the lexis and praxis of
Gandhi, itisclear that the two-nation
theory or the parti-tion of Indiacould
not but be totally incompatible with
the structure of hisworld-view or his
theory of norma civilisation. Gandhi
believed that dl religionsaretrueand
equal and that they cannot only
peacefully co-exist, but also
creatively inter-communicate and
enrich one another. Variety in culture
asalso in nature is desirable as well
as necessary to manifest unity.

Unfortunately, Gandhi’s quest
for truth and Jinnah’s quest for
power could not find a mediation
precisely because, among other
things, the then dominant Congress
leadership had succumbed to the

Preface

Punjab Times deservesall praisefor initiating adebate on theideal
political role or the ideal political future for the Sikhs in India. Such
debates have occurred, from timeto time, in other communitiesaswell
—e.g., among Jews, Muslimsand Hindus. The assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi by Nathuram Godse, aMaharashtrian Brahmin, in 1948 pointed
toadeepideological cleavage within Hinduism —the cleavage between
Swami Dayanand‘s and Veer Sarvarkar’s Hindutva, on one side, and
Gandhian Sarvodaya, on the other. Hindutva longs and strives for
political power and dominancefor asingle community, while Sarvodaya
is oriented to truth and dharma and to the welfare of all. A similar
division exists, more or less, within other religious communities also.
In this context, the present article ‘Partition, Gandhi and the Sikhs
should make an interesting reading.

The resurgence of religious thought during the last two decades
has once again brought to light the significance of religion in human
life. Asaresult, there has emerged arenewed interest in appropriating
the political and ethical potentials rooted in religious discourse for
broader aims of general human emancipation both by the liberals and
theradicals. Inthistradition, thework of Tarek Fateh and Tariqg Ramadan
isvery significant. Fateh in hisbook Chasing a Mirage juxtaposes the
“state of Islam” with the ideology of the “Islamic state”. He defines
“state of Islam” as the condition which shows how the followers of
Islam imbibe its basic values whereas the “1slamic state” is a political
entity in the sense that itsaim isto govern and control society through
Islam. Tarig Ramadan, a Swissborn scholar of ISlamwho ispresently a
Professor of Contemporary Islamic Studies in the Faculty of Oriental
Studies at Oxford University, has attempted to re-interpret the |slamic
texts vis-a-vis the modern times and who have highlighted the
heterogeneous character of Western Muslimsin hisworkslike Western
Muslims and the future of Islam (2004) and The Quest for Meaning:
Developing a philosophy of pluralism (2010). On the other hand, the
attempts have also been going on to use religion for fundamentalist
and nationalist aspirations which certainly contradictsreligion’s basic
ideaof general human welfare.

The present article is in line with the approach Tarek Fateh and
Tarig Ramdan in so far asit highlights the complex task of negotiating
one'sreligiousidentity within themulticultural, plural and global societies
of contemporary world without lapsing into the logic of nationalist,
ethnic or fundamentalist politics. Another thing that this article brings
to light indirectly is what Emil L. Fackenheim in his book What is
Judaism?: An Interpretation for the Present Age says with reference
to Judaism. He says that the fears, problems, and contradictions of
modernlife”...[do] not justify resort to amedieval-style authoritarianism
that can no longer be honestly maintained” (29) when it comesto social
forms of religion in the twenty-first century world. The task ahead for
scholars of religious studies is to ook for and develop new forms of
religious practices which correspond to the dynamics and demands of
contemporary societies.

-Dharamjeet Singh

latter’s problematique of power and
thus become hiswilling or unwilling
accomplice.

No one, to my mind, has as
yet spelt out the catastrophic
implications of Partition for or in
relation to the deeper structures of
the Sikh faith, or its theology and
cosmology as well as its

anthropology. As is well-known,
Sikhism had arisen so as to
overcome the antagonism between
Hinduism and Islam, in particular,
and resolve the question of
religious diversity in relation to
state power (in fact all asymmetries
of power), ingeneral. Such aproject
obviously required, for its

fulfilment, a synthesizing vision
and philosophy comprehensive
enough to simultaneously
conserve and transcend as well as
mediate and validate the
antagonistic religious blocs - the
Aryan and the Semitic.

Thus, the Sikh Gurus offered
the philosophy of unity in variety
which was declared to be operative
within and across the domains of
spirit, man and nature. All religions
as aternative routes to God, who
Himself is beyond all caste and
religion, were equally trueand truly
equal, complementary and, at the
esoteric level, interconvertible. No
one had the right to force his faith
on others and any attempt at
coercion had to beresisted with full
might. The Khalsa of Guru Gobind
Singh, the bearers and defenders
of the new revelation, ultimately
came to symbolise people’'s
kingship and resistance against
any actual or potential
discrimination by the State.

There are two features of
Sikhism, which need emphasisinthe
context of the present discussion.
Firstly, athough Sikhism imbibed
concepts and ideas from both
Hinduism and Islam and perhaps
could not and cannot be understood
except with reference to them, it was
neither of them nor both together, but
a distinct religion based on a fresh
revelation. Intermsof itstheology, if
not in terms of its history, Sikhism
was (and is) equally close to or
equally distant from Hinduism and
Islam. Secondly, Sikhism founded
and encouraged the notion of amulti-
centric plural society as the normal
and natural mode of human social
existence. Theoretically, aSikh cannot
be a commundlist, even a nationaist -
nationalism being a form of
commundism-but only a universaig,
one st againg dl artificid boundaries
separating manfrommanand manfrom
neture and God.

It is easy to see how Partition
contravened the fundamentals of
the Sikh faith. In a manner of
speaking, it abolished the raison
d étre of the Sikhs qua Sikhs. The
Sikh dream of amulti-centric plural
society was all in a shambles and
pieces. Bewildered and confused,
the Sikhs tragically vacillated on
the eve of Partition, alternately
inclining towards Hindustan,
Pakistan and the unreal Khalistan.
While the Hindus had got their
Hindustan and the Muslims their
Pakistan, the Sikhs, as the third
party to negotiations for the
transfer of power, had got nothing.

It may be argued that the Sikhs
were not so much concerned with
their theology and truth as with
political economy and power, very
much like other groups and
communities. Despite over-
simplification, there is some
substance in the argument. The
Sikhs never collectively or
consistently resisted the two-
nation theory or Partition from a
right perspective. But then, they,

too, had been overcome and over-
run by the logic of history, or the
dialectics of Hindu and Muslim
communalism unfolded by the
intended and un-intended
consequences of the imperialist
policies. The Sikhs got concerned,
like others, with the identity,
security and well-being of their
own community.

Partition signified the triumph
of the subordination of the
principle of truth to power or of
religion to politics. Thelone voice
and exhortation of Gandhi to the
people to do precisely the reverse,
that is, to subordinate politics to
religion or ethics, wasignored. The
seeds of insecurity and mutual
suspicion and hatred had been
planted. Thenceforward, therewas
not to be any peace within or
between the countries of the
Subcontinent. | think by now it
should be realised that Partition
was an act against God and until
and unless the peoples of the
Subcontinent show penitence and
dismantle the partition, at leaset
within their own minds, acursewill
continue to hover over and afflict
them from eternity to eternity.

In a situation fundamentally
distorted by Partition, the Sikhs
have been questing for their
identity and role in independent
India, where in the Constitution,
they were clubbed with the Hindus
and declared against their theology
asaHindu sect. Now, whilethe Sikh
aspirationto defend their revelation

(Continued on page 31)

Author’s Postface

This short essay was written
more than two decades ago and
wasfirst published in Guru Nanak
Journal of Sociology, GNDU, and
Seminar (Oct, 1992). It was later
reproduced in Kehar Singh’s
Per spectives on Skh Polity (Dawn
Publishers, 1993). The essay
formed part of alarger text entitled
‘The Sikh Question, which, for
unfortunate reasons, has remained
unfinished to date.

My view of Sikhism was
articulated in greater detail in a
subsequent paper entitled ‘Raj
KaregaKhalsa: Understanding the
Sikh Theory of Religion and
Politics’ published in Punjabi
Identity in Global Context (Oxford
University Press, 2000). Ideally, the
two essays should be read together.
Mahatma Gandhi’sroleinrelation
to Partition is best discussed in
Rajmohan Gandhi’s The Good
Boatman (Penguin, 1997). My own
contribution to Gandhian studies
consists of two research articles,
namely, ‘Three responses to
Modernity: Goethe, Marx and
Gandhi’ and ‘Sarvodaya versus
Populismand Elitism’ that appeared
respectively in The Journal of
Religious Studies, Punjabi
University, and Guru Nanak
Journal of Sociology, 1983-84.




Punjab Times Vol 12, Issuel14, April 2,2011

Uy 8N A% 12, i 14,

2 »UIS 2011 (31)

frnmrt-wafag €t b3t fmdt nipst © feou G

fimry »iH®a i,

7 fog fost fom &t oy faor of
f& wAHg i it yr—at & & & frgst
999" HY J€ HY, BT i’ fie widT <t
g, e s g e fRdu g o & X
39& < 79 finct ot I feo dE N
fer »irg 3 afg foor fa 7 37 uSH
few d9 <t Buygs Ifowm Uerg
mfﬁiuuwayﬂgasg—o’m
% yggr 9= o <3< & T Hfger, ug
miftg e I & gT 3% 89 et
AfdEA® 7 aE Is! fog 94t d1® J1

HE wifarr I fa firg-sreter feg
URST-ASWEE vt viUE S9Us feg
Jt I fer T w3 ufast fg-aut 8a8e
S| 3t 3t feg aH fmmAseHT-fi-
et & BT &9 fonim| <ot I T3t
fou By fedt Avse 99 g &
fagsruze 37 er yRs § AHST TR
aaﬂaaﬂz@ww(uwazémﬁ
26 HJ9 2011) AITEST 5T Ao J1

FOHEGAC © A BU G U &
st fea yerg I@tar & @Fr &
mgﬁwmgfﬁrwaﬂspr TR TR
otz & fouz wet euret fefant Sfmr
fa A3 fex TIew fewes Io<3
fAw a9e® fUg® 40 A® 3, arg-
g-ard AHIETI/A A E978
et w3 fiat @ it Tge St
AST € YyHd AT-HE & & &
FHfas ager or faor /Y AT fea
w9 He' fiw 391 wigAg It fer a9
AeUs g9 foor J & awes fiw
I <t I| B T mifad yrar At/
f53% awusT I5| R & AHtedl &%
& feonr A< | ye HS ue I fa gues

o

NETE/AB TH Tfe-YTIS
ASted Jt fezar At fa wirt Fer i
391 Eft 15T < et s It & fas
feges a0t At a9 Afonr, 89 a@H
gIAC & ¥ Afgd 3w It a9 &3t I

HE uHt I fa g9 Jar = iy
aﬁ;ﬁéfmwmﬁﬁﬁwmﬁﬁﬁ
ST 7% fowgmit &= &ar fumr 31 fom
T UEg JI
el feog-g99' feg o9 S9AC ©
UITH &%, BH Tga1 &t yfsuzr <t 7
I T, 7 »H 39 I v mUE IS
I fra-HAfen feg femgmdt It &t
&l 7 Y g T fosgmdt &< &
afim < It 3t B8R & 3BT B, Har
J1 3331t 39 3 for fegrg-gaur =
niarE W 3t St A wifaor a9e feR
e g3 iy SHareT A/ fa mimng
et fgar <t foor 7 Aaer I SHS A
AHg fFw T T Jrafons i o9&
It Tt Ifenr At ug HY BR 5% fars
% ¥% € nA9 € ufgeh fex @
fHEET 3 g o & 83 &dt ugt At

wiAnd fAw S far fiy-g39 feg
feuz g9 ofsT, 89 Wt naefiasT
&% Afeur Jfenr I H 7 g3 3ud
& ufgdt ursa 79 2004 o= Bt
A 7 9% It fegrg-g99r fem fBftmr
T, 8r feu &g fAdt a=t sesr adt
HY, fAr 337 €t see-Ans fod 3ud
T HEEt & feudht it As| feg
& w9 ferer T & fox wifra firy-
He o3 939" It 7, fam St
AIese 593 AJ I96" J9d IU3

fitd fG3x 7. wirAnT Hw @t yr3at 83 gfur Aot a1 &R sfor € MeHhs
feg 48 il 93 Ht a9H FIAC T 8 34 wiAl fIEs ria feg &fipr /Al iy
feees 5. g@ag W & A. mART Hw byt yr3at g9 ySigr minAt ufast @
E7 ga I g% Id1 Ffur g9 €57 €1 &g 37 feusT usat € a79 &9 99 I 37
W?ﬁwawuﬁﬁnﬁuﬁféammﬁwwﬁwféwﬁ%a?ﬁmw
%Wa??mmai%ﬂﬁmﬁmi%vwf%weﬁ'?wﬁ%aﬁlﬁﬁm
Weﬁeﬁwmmwﬁnaﬁﬂﬁ?wﬁamwwmw
fsarat &7 AfgHZ deT Fgdt 91 I -AUER

ue A5l fem feg 7 % 1S 99T T,
89 fouz feg 3t T3 wifitd Sa1 575
zﬁnr@“rzruaqs—wfeqmw
srnrrérmamfszrzr%rmﬁrm%aw
T3 MBTEIHI-HBIE J96 ©F
fonr famrr T fx f&0 9% <% w3 9%
TR It feftmr famr 31 20 3 <T
afoz feg odler i fa fem udw
T feuzt BT A wiig 39 3
g% it IRERT © FITE AGl 88 &
UR3I-Afgm™aTg &% 73 & It
AHfSYT 77 AEeT J1 7 u3T I, 8R
& g <t g3t feo I ATt eR &

HIgH IeAi3 fiw € 99 feg < A
UBA-IH I wH i & fam gt
T Jediags I famr /i, 8Tt reeahut
T U fem st <% fiifanr feg <5t
JEt A

HAS 83t I 3T AdtgeImt
3 HfggH i3 I° fiy-Age 9 3 &
X T AT &9 3 BT AT Ade
I5| fedt fa€’, firy-Ame<t <t ARsr
T yge 95 o aemt As ([T
fermarg st ¥ yi3H fiw €t 319 a6
eem?ﬁeafﬂz?ewanﬁma ‘Iret
4roy “ffw s3Tfugas, gust 3
W’ é‘bﬁﬂTﬂaﬁU)l feg A9

JIfenm g7 uH fAgt & ymEsar &
@ﬂgsﬁwazaﬂyzr @me
uTFrETF&W?;f‘EUHﬁmﬂ faar
5 fx Gt fei 2a foust wii i
v fogors A f3acHs dhntf sufed
T&| &9 It T3 feg I% mi3 viAHg
g 3t ot fe39m I Aeer I U9 fagt
ot THiser- maféﬁrweﬂw
Ug- %Lrétwa'srf%?%wzr Sa
Wﬁatﬂa?@ﬁﬂwmam
T? f‘ezrasa}rf‘tmﬂzfmm
ufost § et i U9 SOH T9Re I
J 99 fer 39T € Ta9R & fimrs feg
auawf%auﬁﬁ;ﬁfm%waﬂ

SIH TIFE & vt i e I ug

& Hdls o=3e 9 © <F feu adf
Jv7| 9H fen feg fHoa3 »i3 FresT
S HHS It I U9 WY saeis fed fad
UTESH- 83 TEw 5, e Isl
FUFe & fonit i g &y gan &
Ft I feust A &t i ar faar?
7 3t feo gfos & dfFg a9 faor o fx
I% IJT 99U & TB ToH WANT 3

T939 -z € J4 feg 3913
& & nips feadt 3t 3fder I1 83 v
3t gEAs fAw & farmAs 3° 8
WOt 3 9 SISt AT AGEl I B
fdg’ @% HE 99 3ux ¢ fex
Hdltldo( lrl(‘)l@leCl Er H%’THE(:_{
JoHe & 8w 9w I fx fama® am3
'gﬁawagaa?sé‘rarfﬂﬂ(m
faar zae fooeeaefasy) fa= i3t
7 At 77 fde & ver g 3 ufast
uﬂza'“awﬁrtr?#r e I W
Waﬁwtﬁﬂ?ﬁwunga@ww
gﬂ?&ﬂ?ﬁﬂ?m@wmm
59 € 9¢ '3 afde Ae fx iy fde
5| 3 Ao & fem yAsa Irdt
AIHE fenier Ifenr T g Suat &t
feg s niAs fegu & 9, fefsam
fegu w3 @ast fegu S f‘EFra‘@??f
?;f‘smz—dTFruvq?a“ts'f fem g
Sféws firw fefonmast UHA3I
“gret arg fiw 737 Hies 3 g9 ©
Uar 77-78 '3 St ga Twa I
“gret g fAw & FfgR © i3
feg feftr I, “uerg 3Tel! €9 Fa=s
ugfiT 7 fa 3731 (3 20 JE 5%
SFel I A 7 Jet vigge it 5%

H3s 2 iz ot agat grdtet| 6
HY €R3 T5, €f ERst § mi niryt
aE3-fig & HAtoST-g&9 I @ 39H
U & 3 Ige 7 ot 83 I 999
Jifus a9s <t =, Hfont vafed AHS
7T @ %3 J

ufge Her feg I fa ot 1839 3 ame
fAy-aH ®ar3g areHt & &9 fed
B II T? TA T fa & firgt Thoft
wﬁwwmm%mﬁ?
zﬁa?s?mmeﬁwuﬂswﬁqaﬁ
W & 95 ug fel fegt St w9 fegrg
dit 7 gt I1 IEt A R T
m%wmwu&w”é‘rm
feg yuz ity Arfos & AHsE/
m—rs@smc‘raﬂeé‘rf?amwsé}zr
fa fiu afoz 7 firy-fefsom feg
fef3om fegu I8 w3 wat fegu Ts,
8t & myHE T AHSE gdter 3
féw%wﬁ?ﬂ%wgmﬁfﬁwém
W@W&E&Fﬁe??ﬁﬂﬂm
T I3 feg 3= a7 a5t M| A
T 39°3 gonft w3 findt fedtfont st
3fg At fad fadt aendt &t s
g i gger 7, 8 frdt aremt 37

fegu &9, 3t foer ufHE /ISt I a9
g It fesu B3 T

g niHt €9 St 99t 397 Aew o
fa fdemit & A3 &% €t <7 &dt, At
U 3, W@UH‘%’HBWE@UW
?;mérwmaﬁ wwﬁérﬂee
@W@Wﬁ'd(‘) g7l Iédu SIS ST IHdG’
&g vt 7s, fret & yearawt Uit Jar
w%mrrawm»ru’?rfhuaﬂamrsr
o T & W 39 9T I6, 857 &
IIAT J T I fx 7 iy S AR IE
At It 3w T 3T fTAT HfgmT
81 Tt B HaT HaT HI HE' & Gurtht
23 99 U6 »i9 fedu @% 99 I51 7
u@ﬁwmwfaamaaa
T 7Es, fag iy I B saF fire
T Io1 ... fegt AegE! & & I ugnt
U & Mg »Edt fe8 HAHG © & &9
firo a9s & @135 o137 I X “fitd fde
IJa”

feg afas v u3s &9 foor of fx
feust a9 sfomit It TG fiw &
fomis feg a3t wil fig-Arfas 31 ug
wifadt AfESY feg wimne fAw 2 fimrs
feg A3 f¥zgie® § A wmIH
AT g5| for gaa ufosT firg-
H36 € 9% 9 fgar I w3 g7 fAg-

335 9@t 7 »iAng i fig” T3 oy
fgor I 3t fog 3t eRE Jt u_dr fa faaz
it @A ot fgy faar 92 oSt e
g did fgar 3, fer & use fag 3,
eezrfsmazrmzew%ma'zr?
méwmmmﬁrmw
FIEt Ta, 8" ¥ 839 yAsa feu
&t firse | =R fox Ot fsaom fuser
f& va 7t g fe? fem war few 3ttt
ﬁﬂém{%am?ﬂ@m Fo o Y-
TeH & AHTES adt 13Tl I1F 50 &
HYR & AoH-A! 51-40 & J93 fer
3g afder I

“3t 8T HBF AS It fAd Jfemr
Far T IT AUfsl M3 wI W
WWI?W?&'@FS
WW%‘:’WI@HH’PH?W
»FH%F(U??WEQ’EITFTS’WE’W
UWIES’HWWW%HI

a’ro’arfa%’fﬂwamww“u'a
@Ew”%qrgmﬂﬁ:rﬁiwﬁsﬁ‘
@U%ﬂﬁme’aﬂwefuway

a3t I UT fan A3t @ fuwe &t
mwaaﬁémmm
& s fog &t & EAE B
niftarg I U9 far eA% & TI%3
wAng fiw &t yRsar feg T Idt
T, fE’HH"d’UEIB(H’H 9T & de
Hﬁwﬁwmaﬁ?ﬁrPHf‘Eﬂ
waﬁémww@mﬁw—d
mm%@wfﬂmﬁéﬁﬁ
WW?W@UMMW
iy & F e o g it o3 few
3t gfger It u=ar fx findt § it 3°
TIET <t 3 U It T

NS W % AS™E 77 99 99
g9 7 7S J8a-AHS & g8 37 e
fenaSt-fidt @ & 3 ! ©% 98
JT 75, BF g7 fen@t-fiat & o
3 Ug g @ 99 Uudr J Aedr?
fr foe’ & I8% <far AT fAw
@Wfawzr @HES’TH?HS’]%H
aﬂww&wﬁmmlww
gdter I fa Gernt & JEa-HasT
fus 7z &% gfereg Afog <t
UfgaaHT feg ISt fea et He
&% fidt e 2eEiads I famm A
frmt-Usfant & Jex-HasT i
e &% W g & 7 a3 ga=e U
fgar 7, fem € w9 '3 Jfger Ider
gt f frormt-mfog < 8 ager 3t
319 % TUH 9€ Wiz-mads Uea-
WEd U T AR e BTt
3 g9 de A.ar?

-gBaTd HW ufens

Partition, Gandhi
and the Sikhs

and maintain their identity iswholly
legitimate and understandable, it
has not remained untainted by the
distortions introduced into the
historical situation by Partition.
Thus, the Sikh definition of identity
has been either unclear or conceived
on the lines of the two-nation theory,
with the negative emphasis on
separation, cultural or territorial, from
Hindu India. The elementary
distinction between Khalsa rgj, the
perfect equivalent of Gandhi’'s
swaraj, and Khalistan was never
clearly apprehended or spelt out. The
Sikh ideal of cultural and religious
pluralism or the other radical idea of
people’s power and sovereignty as
a counterweight to any arbitrariness
and tyranny of the State did not
receive due attention and emphasis
as the core of Sikh identity and
fundamentalism.

But then the Sikh confusion
and disorientation, partly the result
of the politics of power and
partition, was worse confounded
by the rising tide of Hindu
communalisminindependent India.
Asamatter of fact, it isimpossible
to understand the Sikh problem
except in relation to the Hindu
communal response to even the
legitimate Sikh aspirations. The
Sikhs were included or excluded
from the Hindu fold, just like the
Dalits and the Dravidians,
depending upon the shifting
definitions of the Hindus of the
Aryavarta.

Let us take stock: Partition
marked the culmination of a long

process of communal polarisation,
which had resulted from a complex
of factors including the imperialist
policy of divide and rule, the
positivist logic of social
classification (destructive of all
mediations) followed by the
British, competition among the
‘salariat’ and other elite groups for
scarce jobs and other opportunities
that had been thrown up in the
wake of the Rgj, and so on. Ever
since the Subcontinent has been
arrested within a communal
framework and ever sincethe Sikhs
have felt radically ambivalent and
torn between their truth of pluralism
and the reality of communalism. At
least thisis one way of viewing the
semiotics of Partition in relation to
the continuing Sikh problem.

The Sikh problem today is
how to correctly conjoin piri and
miri, or the quest for truth and
identity and the quest for power.
And the appropriate solution is not
for the Sikhs to seek power for
themselves alone and thus
surrender to the logic of
communalism, power and partition
once again, but seek a structural
solution and strive for a truly
federal and decentralised polity,
where they can flourish together
with other communities. Such a
decentralised polity will entail a
transfer of power not only from the
Centre to the states, but also from
the State to the people, on way to
the establishment of an authentic
swaraj, or Khalsaraj. To strive for
a real federation within India and,
beyond that, for a confederation of
all Statesin the Subcontinent - that
is the role betting the Sikhs in the
present conjuncture.
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